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temperament than the older boys, which is not surprising in
view of the doting attitude of the Anglicized father and
mother and, doubtless, the excess of tenderness and licence
given to this younger son who could never do wrong awoke
some envy in William. It is likely enough that this played
its part in turning William secretly against his mother and
in producing that anti-English complex which shortly
emerged from the seething cauldron of his brain, amazing
everybody by its ferocious zest.

1878 and 1879 brought also two happy events for the
Crown Princess. In 1878 Princess Charlotte married Berhn-
hard of Saxe-Meiningen and in 1879 Charlotte gave birth to a
son, thereby making her mother a grandmother at thirty-
nine and Queen Victoria, at sixty, a delighted great-grand-
mother.

Those were the years when the Near Eastern Question
was paramount and Turkey was ' the Sick Man of Europe.'
The Russian ambitions over Constantinople, the Turkish
atrocities, revolts in the Balkans, filled the Continent with
fear of a great war. Bismarck's policy was to side with the
Tsar. England, determined that Russia must not get
Constantinople, used all her diplomacy to extricate the
irresponsible Sultan from the dangers threatening his
ramshackle domains. The mind of the Crown Princess was
much occupied with these happenings, which were none of
her concern. Who can blame Bismarck for regarding the
Crown Princess with growing apprehension ? Her letters to
the Queen show that, if she was not actively intriguing against
Germany, she was at all events thinking solely in terms of
England, not in terms of Germany. She was advising her
mother to take actions which she believed would redound
to the glory of England. How these might be regarded in
Germany she did not care. Having ceased to scold and
admonish her eldest son, she was now apparently determined
to scold the British Foreign Office and her mother's states-
men for their decadence and lack of initiative.

Of all the remarkable and unasked-for advice that Vicky
gave her mother, nothing beats her suggestion after the